
Information for 
Apprentices -  Transport 
Operations and Commercial Driving 



What is an Apprenticeship?
An apprenticeship is a programme of structured education and training, which combines on-the-job training 
with an employer and off-the job learning in an education centre. This programme is a partnership between 
the Freight Transport Association of Ireland (FTAI) and Atlantic Technological University. 

Benefits of Apprenticeship?
• Earn while you learn – get a salary and a contract of employment while studying
• Achieve a nationally recognised Higher Education qualification 
• Provides opportunities for excellent industry experience and career progression 

Who is it for?
If you want to pursue a career in commercial driving, and want to learn about the wider aspects of the role of 
the commercial driver, this apprenticeship will be of interest. It is suitable for school leavers and career 
changers.

What Qualification will I achieve?

C
ou
rs
e 
St
ru
ct
ur
e

The academic award for this apprenticeship is a Higher Certificate (NFQ level 6) in Business in Transport Ser-
vices from ATU. You will also achieve the C/CE driver licence.

The academic programme is delivered over two years (September – May inclusive). 
During the academic term, you will be spend one day per week attending 
online classes (class times below for illustration only). 
There is one intake each year in September. 
The online classes mean that you can be based 
anywhere in the country.

CPC Training and Driving 
Test Completion

Five Business modules

HGV and CVRT Workshop

E-Portfolio

Year 1

Road Freight Operations and 
Health and Safety

Sustainable Transport Operations

Four Business modules

E-Portfolio

Year 2

Driving qualification

Academic qualification

Apprenticeship completethe

Higher Certificate in 
Business in Transport 
Services

What does an apprentice commercial driver do?
There are many roles that you can have as an 
apprentice commercial driver. You will learn about the 
industry, your employer’s business and the role of the 
driver while you are preparing for your driving 
qualifications. You can then put that knowledge into 
practice in your role.

4 days in 
the

workplace

1 day 
in online 
classes

Complete all employer 
requiremen for role

Complete work 
based learning

SEPTEMBER TO MAY

Lecture 1    Break      Lecture 2    Lunch     Lecture 3   Case study time (where relevant)

1.5 hrs         15 mins     2.5 hrs          1 hour      1.5 hours     30 mins



Requirements for the Programme

Leaving 
Certificate

Mature Candidate over the age of 23 
without specified LC qualifications

Holders of QQI level 5 or 6 qualification in cognate area eg Business, Logistics, 
Supply Chain Management

Holders of Existing C/CE licences

English Proficiency 

Programme Fee



For more information, visit:

+353 1 8447516

www.cdap.ie www.apprenticeship.ie

info@cdap.ie

Unit 1 DHL Building, Airport Business Park, 
Cloghran, Co. Dublin, K67 AOF4


