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Haulage Strategy Published 15th December 
2022 

 
The strategy has seven thematic sections. 

They are: 

1. Brexit, COVID-19 & Crisis 
Management 

2. Sustainability & Decarbonisation 
3. Road Infrastructure and Usage 

Charging 
4. Integrated Transport Planning and 

Intermodal Transport 
5. Road Safety & Enforcement 
6. The EU Mobility Package and Road 

Transport 
Operator 
Licensing 

7. Labour 
Market & 
Skills. 

The Strategy 
introduces 39 
actions that are 
categorised as 
Short term (to be 
actioned within 2-3 year timeframe) and 
‘Enablers for medium to long term progress 
which will ensure the delivery of policy 
objectives over the full term ( up to 2031) 

The strategy will be reviewed in 2027 by the 
Department of Transport 

Download a summary of the Actions here: 

https://fta365-
my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/aflynn_ftai_ie/EQ8Ok_y
wwJhLtLZ3yeBpX3gBJJJ8IDBegxiv04jSjixyRw?e=W2Yma3 

Download the strategy here:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7e926-irelands-road-
haulage-strategy-
20222031/#:~:text=The%20strategy%20will%20focus%20
on,objectives%2C%20in%20particular%20for%20decarbo
nisation.  

 

 

 

Best Wishes for 2023 
 
 

I hope our first e-news of 2023 finds you in good 
health and looking forward to a busy and 
prosperous 2023!? For sure there is never a dull 
moment whether you are involved in retail 
distribution, passenger transport, international 
or national haulage services etc. Our thanks and 
appreciation are extended to all our members 
and your very important staff, drivers, transport
managers, planners, warehouse operatives who 
have stepped up to the mark over the last 
number of very turbulent years. All our learned 
experiences during the Brexit planning, and 
Covid years are standing our industry in good 
stead. We are in a good position to deal with the 
new challenges that will be laid down by the 
continuing disruptions to international supply
chains, the requirements to comply with the 
Climate Act [Climate Action plan] and the 
innovations required to future proof our 
business as we seek to reduce emissions and 
drive efficiencies into the distribution of goods. 
All of these issues have actually given us what we 
have wanted over the years and that is 
‘recognition’ of the importance of our 
businesses to the Irish Economy and respect for 
the work that you and your employees do on a 
daily basis. We can see evidence of this in the 
newly published ‘Ireland Road Haulage Strategy
2022-2031 and the Climate Action plan, where 
for the first-time haulage and road freight 
services are demanding a focus from 
Government that hadn’t been as obvious before. 
Working in collaboration as an industry is vitally 
important to ensure that our industry and all 
that work in it are represented effectively and 
most importantly that we as a collective 
demonstrate levels of professionalism that make 
our businesses more attractive to discerning 
young  

People seeking job and career opportunities. 
There is a skills shortage, and the lack of 
available suitably skilled talent is having the 
impact of curtailing expansion ambitions and 
restricting business ability to plan effectively. 
We all must continue to play our part in 
working on solutions in this regard. 

FTA Ireland will continue to engage with 
stakeholders representing our members 
interests in a pro-active and professional 
manner in 2023. We appreciate your support 
and encourage you to get engaged with us 
through 1:1 meetings, council meetings and 
briefings and highlight the key issues impacting 
your business. It is critical that our policy 
position is informed through your feedback. As 
you know we do this in a number of ways as 
mentioned above but also through working 
groups such as the Alternative Fuels Working 
Group [ https://www.ftai.ie/alternative-fuels-
working-group ] and the Airport Night Flights 
Working Group; Haulage Strategy and Brexit 
working groups for example.  

TruckSafe is recognised by the Road Safety 
Authority as a Leading Light in Road Safety and 
we look forward to more members 
participating in this unique standard that is 
also acknowledged in the Governments 
Haulage Strategy. www.ftai.ie/trucksafe 

https://www.ftai.ie/fta-irelands-trucksafe-
drives-logistics-to-national-road-safety  

I would like to wish you all a very Happy New 
Year and continued success in 2023. We look
forward to continuing to work on your behalf
over the coming 12 months. Aidan Flynn Jan 
‘23 
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New Minister for Logistics 2023 

 

Jack Chambers TD has been appointed as 
Minister for International & Road Transport & 
Logistics at the Department of Transport, as 
well as Minister for Postal Policy at the 
Department of the Environment, Climate and 
Communications 

 

Climate Action Plan 2023 Published 
December 2022 

Download the plan here: 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7bd8c-
climate-action-plan-
2023/#:~:text=The%20Climate%20Action%20
Plan%202023,budgets%20and%20sectoral%2
0emissions%20ceilings.  

Page 183 of the plan relates to Transport 

We will work on providing a briefing note (and 
briefings) on this over the coming weeks/months. 

Some key points for consideration: 

 Meeting our 2030 transport abatement 
targets will require transformational 
change and accelerated action across all 
key decarbonisation channels 

 The emissions ceilings for transport 
agreed by Government set the required 
level of abatement to be achieved at the 
maximum of the range previously set out 
in CAP21, i.e., 50%. 

 Significantly improving the attractiveness, 
capacity and frequency of public transport 
services is necessary to achieve the level 
of modal shift and associated reduction in 
fossil-fuelled vehicle kilometres travelled. 
This will require large-scale 
improvements to Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) public transport services 

 Biofuels have played a significant role in 
reducing transport emissions and will 
remain a core transitional measure for the 
medium-term reduction of GHG 
emissions. 

o the transition to E10 in Ireland is 
envisaged by 2023 

 Page 201 - Special Focus: Haulage and 
Heavy Goods Road Freight Sector 

 Collectively, the commercial goods fleet 
comprises over 385,000 commercial 
vehicles (end December 2021) 

 EU’s CO2 standards for heavy-duty 
vehicles (HDV), is expected to compel 
manufacturers to increase the supply of 
zero- or low-emission vehicles to the 
market, with a full phase-out of the 
production of new fossil-fuelled HDVs at a 
European level by 2040 

 Biofuels will play an important 
transitionary role – the renewable 
transport fuel obligation scheme will see 
the renewable fuel blend in diesel 
increase to 20% by 2030 

 lack of immediate alternatives means a 
majority of HGV operators will be subject 
to a continued reliance on diesel fuel. As 
the majority of emissions abatement by 
2030 will be carried by decarbonisation 
of the private car fleet and shift to 
sustainable transport, the overall 
abatement required of the heavy goods 
sector will be to deliver a c.10% reduction 
in emissions relative to 2018 levels. 

 

 

 

 In recognition of the sector’s exposure 
to the rising fuel cost trajectory 
envisioned under carbon tax increases 
that will be required to reduce the 
‘competitive advantage’ held by fossil-
fueled vehicles over sustainable 
alternatives, the DoT is engaged in 
further research regarding taxation 
and renewable fuels used in the sector. 
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Green Standard Training 
https://www.ftai.ie/event/g
reen-standard-training-
gst-156  
17 - 18 Jan 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Alternative Fuels Working Group 

 

NEXT MEETING 24th January 2023 

 This will be a Hybrid meeting (in Person 
and online) starting at 13:30 
 
Our first Alternative Fuels meeting of 2023 
will take place on the 24th of January 2023 at 
13:30.  
 
Meetings will take place on the Last Tuesday 
of the month, most months of the year 1300-
1500hrs 
Sample Agenda 

o 1300     Lunch & networking  
o 1330     Climate Action of the 

Month (member 
recognition) 

 Submit your measured 
results/figures, story (100-200 
words) & photo by week before 
meeting to info@ftai.ie  

o Links back to your own 
website and press releases 
are vital.  

 1400     Members Updates (tour de 
table)  

 1410     Supplier’ updates (tour de 
table) 

 1420     Guest speaker(s) followed by 
Q&A 

 1500     FTAI Updates 
 AOB      Reminders 

As you will see in the Haulage Strategy 
decarbonisation of transport is a key focal 
point and we will use this regular meeting to 
have guest speakers covering key topics of 
interest for members as well as gaining 
feedback from members on the challenges to 
transition. With the establishment of a 
freight forum under the new strategy this 
group will play a key role in representing 
members points for inclusion in the ongoing 
discussions around alternative fuels. 
 
If you are interested in attending the 
alternative fuels meeting please email 
aflynn@ftai.ie 
 
 

2023 Council Meeting Dates 
 

 Wednesday 8th March 2023 
 Tuesday 30th May 2023 
 Thursday 31st August 2023 
 Thursday 21st November 203 

 
Passenger Safe Membership 
www.passengersafe.ie  
 

 Dedicated website for PSV 
members www.passengersafe.ie  

 Recognised audit for PSV fleet 
operators 

 Driver Handbook 
 Bespoke training services for PSV 

fleet operators 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


