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The AGM and 2nd council meeting of 2023 took 
place in the Lucan Spa Hotel on Tuesday the 30th 
of May. At the AGM Des Phelan (Coillte) was 
elected chair of the Council and Michael Dalton 
(Flogas) vice Chair of the council. We would like 
to thank them for putting their names forward 
and look forward to working with them over the 
coming term. 

A big thank you to Ken Leahy 
(BWG) who has acted as 
chair throughout the COVID 
Pandemic. We appreciate 
Kens contribution and support to FTA Ireland 
throughout his tenure. 

Items covered at this council meeting included 
(but not limited to); Post Brexit Trade, UK Target 
Operating Model, Changes to the Automated 
Export System (AES); Ukrainian HGV Driving 
Licence (See briefing note 
at back of this document);  
Road Freight Forum; 
Decarbonisation/ 
Alternative Fuels; RSA 
Speed Consultation 

Following the council 
meeting we were 
delighted to be joined by 
the following speakers for 
a member briefing: 

 
Access presentations here: 

https://fta365-
my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/aflynn_ftai_ie/
EngmeaZQyUtHksUbGy1_8K0BpeHO_yOJCuhBvHPl
iFv22A?e=dGrQem  

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to all our members who have recently 
attained / renewed their TruckSafe and VanSafe 
Standards at all levels.  

 

 

 

 

More information on TruckSafe can be found here: 

 https://www.ftai.ie/trucksafe  

 

 

The 2nd Freight Forum meeting took place 

with the Department of Transport on the 1st 

June (agenda is set out above) 

Key Points: 

1. Longer Trailer Trail – Action 8 - the next 

stage of this project is to go to 

consultation with industry to 

understand the demand for progressing 

with the trial. The department , RSA, TII 

etc are all positively disposed to the 

project but it will be important that any 

operators interested should participate 

in the consultation – we will keep 

members informed of developments. 

2. ECO – Driver training – The department 

are seeking feedback to their proposal 

to develop an accredited ECO Driver 

training programme to support 

decarbonization of the transport 

industry – we will be seeking input from 

our alt-fuels working group on the 6th of 

June 2023. 
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UK'S LATEST BORDER TARGET OPERATING MODEL AND 

ITS IMPLICATIONS 

BY MARIE FARRELL BDO 

CUSTOMS AND 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

SERVICES  

The UK government has released a draft 
Border Target Operating Model1 that proposes changes to security and sanitary & 
phytosanitary controls at the border. This new approach will apply to security controls 
(involving all imports) and sanitary and phytosanitary controls (applying to imports of live 
animals, animal products, high risk food not of animal origin, plants and plant products). 
 

 

Safety & Security Controls: 
The following points outline the changes that the BTOM (Border Target Operating Model) will bring to 
the Safety and Security data requirements for certain categories of movement. These changes aim to: 

• Reduce the Safety and Security data requirements. 

• Make submitting Safety and Security data easier through the UK Single Trade window. 

• Improve the use of data by the UK Government to remove duplication. 

• Remove Safety and Security requirements for the following categories of movement: certain 

outbound freeport goods, outbound transit and fish from UK waters landed in non-UK ports. 

Sanitary & Phytosanitary (SPS) Controls: 
It is important to note that the new model will have the following three key elements: 

• A new global risk-based approach: live animals, germinal products, products of animal origin, 

animal by-products, plants and plant products will be categorised as high, medium or low risk,  

• Simplified and digitised health certificates: GB will digitise phytosanitary certificates from 2023 

with take-           g                 s’        ss.           s     f     x     h    h 

certificates in Spring 2023 for animal products, and deliver digitised export health certificates in 

2024, leading to more automated use of data. 

• Use trusted trader schemes: pilot schemes with industry where authorised importers of plants, 

plant products and some animal products may be eligible for streamlined controls. 

Irish Position 

Exporters of Irish SPS Products to Great Britain will face new requirements from October 31st 2023, with 

the introduction of the requirement for 

• Export Health Certificates and Phytosanitary Certificates for Irish medium-risk animal 

products, plant and plant products and high-risk food and feed of non-animal origin moving 

directly from Ireland into GB ports.   

• Such Export Health Certificates will be issued by the competent authority in Ireland, namely 

the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine and the Health Service Executive, as 

appropriate.  This will be the responsibility of the Irish exporter to ensure this is requested 

from the Irish competent authority.  Further clarity on the process for requesting such 

certificates will be provided by DAFM and the HSE.  

The importer into Great Britain will need to complete. 

• SPS Prenotification, this is in addition to customs requirements.  

 f  h     sh  x        s   s  f  f     g G          ’s   s   s        s      w                w     f  h  

prenotification and customs requirements. 

 

Groupage Implications  

Businesses that use groupage to import Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary goods into the UK will need to 
carefully plan how they intend to import in 
future, as different goods may have different 
requirements and a single failure to complete 
these may hold up a grouped load.   

The Border Target Operating Model will facilitate 

groupage movements by delivering a regime 

that is calibrated against risk:  

● L w   sk animal products will not require an 

export health certificate to enter GB and will not 

be subject to routine border checks by default. 

This will simplify the treatment of groupage 

loads containing low-risk products.  

●          sk               s w       subject to 

reduced levels of intervention at the border with 

identity and physical check levels being lower.  

Where products do not require an export health 

certificate, the complexity of securing a 

certificate for groupage loads will be removed. 

Where products are subject to no, or reduced 

levels, of identity and or physical checks at the 

border, the risk of a compliant consignment in a 

mixed load being detained will be reduced or 

eliminated.  

● H gh   sk       s                   s     

rarely moved using groupage, but would always 

be subject to certification and border checks. 

When one product within a consignment requires 
a physical check and the others do not this may 
mean that the entire consignment must be 
diverted for a check 
 

Should you wish to discuss your food 
import/export requirements, we would 
be delighted to assist you with the 
process. Please contact Carol 
Lynch (clynch@bdo.ie) or Marie Farrell 
(mfarrell@bdo.ie) to find out more. 

 

https://www.irishexaminer.com/business/economy/a
rid-41141386.html  

 

 

 

 

 
1

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-border-target-operating-model-draft-for-feedback  

https://www.bdo.ie/en-gb/our-people/carol-lynch
https://www.bdo.ie/en-gb/our-people/carol-lynch
mailto:clynch@bdo.ie
mailto:mfarrell@bdo.ie
https://www.irishexaminer.com/business/economy/arid-41141386.html
https://www.irishexaminer.com/business/economy/arid-41141386.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-border-target-operating-model-draft-for-feedback
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APPRENTICESHIPS 

 
 

Our first-year apprentices have been completing and passing their C Driving Test 

 

 

 
If you are interested in learning more about this apprenticeship please visit 
www.cdap.ie Employer looking to train apprentices should contact info@cdap.ie as we 
are now recruiting for a September 2023 intake. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

www.laa.ie  

agorecka@laa.ie  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

2023 Council Meeting Dates 
 

• Thursday 31st August 2023 – 
Midland Hotel Portlaoise 

• Thursday 21st November 2023 

 

Alternative Fuels Working Group 

 

NEXT MEETING 6
th

 June 2023 

 This will be a Hybrid meeting (in Person 

and online) starting at 13:30 

 

Our next Alternative Fuels meeting of 2023 
will take place on the 6th of June 2023 at 
13:30.  
Agenda for June Meeting  

• 1330hrs             Soft start 
o Matter arising – members 

issues & announcements 
o Freight Forum Update – 

Review of Eco Driving 
proposal 

o Climate Action of the month 
– member feature  

• 1400hrs              

• Climate Actor of Month Presentation 
– Sean O’Callaghan SSE 

o Q&A with Guest Speaker (s) 

• 1500hrs  Close 
 
If you are interested in attending the 
alternative fuels meeting please email 
aflynn@ftai.ie 

 
 
 

FTA Ireland Training Prospectus 
can Be Downloaded here: 
https://fta365-
my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/aflynn_f
tai_ie/EZQK146yKqhIuJIQcslcnmcBvph5n42
x2LoBaBx36wMvDA?e=cGfhIC 
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