
 

1 
 

 

Friday 
26th 
April 
2024 

FTA Ireland 
ENews 

Latest news and information update 
for members  
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I hope this enews finds you well. This edition will include information on the following: 
 

1. TRA 
2. Policy Update 
3. Health & Safety Authority Consultation 
4. Update on the UK's new import control requirements) 
5. Alternative Fuels – ECOFleet 
6. New Website  

 

 

TRA Dublin 2024 
 
The Transport Research Arena (TRA) took 
place in the RDS in Dublin, from Monday 15 to 
Thursday 18 April. This was the premier event 
in Europe that covers all transport modes and 
this years theme focused on Sustainable 
transport which is an area that we are very 
proactive in through our TruckSafe Standards 
and Alternative Fuels working group. 
 
We attended many talks and presentations 
during the week including the Road Safety EU 
Safety Seminar on Tuesday the 16th of April 
where the focus was on improving Irelands 
road safety statistics through collaboration, 
innovations and technology that supports and 
compliments behavioural change. 
 

It was a pleasure to meet so many colleagues 
involved in the Freight, Distribution & 
Logistics sector to discuss key issues of mutual 
interest.  
 
What is obvious is shared knowledge on all 
transport related topics such as Skills, shared 
mobility, road safety, decarbonisation, 
technological advancements to name a few 
and the sharing of information from other 
countries experiences helps prepare and 
deliver solutions to the benefit of all.  

 

We also took the opportunity to showcase our 
apprenticeships, www.cdap.ie and www.laa.ie  
  
It is fantastic that Dublin hosted such a 
prestigious event and attracting so many 
visitors from around the world.  

http://www.cdap.ie/
http://www.laa.ie/
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Policy Update 
1. Road Safety Authority enforcement statistics -The RSA will now be updating 

Commercial vehicle enforcement statistics – this is insightful as it identifies the most 
common defects. You can access this data here: 
https://www.rsa.ie/docs/default-
source/services/enforcement-statistics/enforcement-
statistics_q1-2024.pdf?sfvrsn=6ffb39b_4  

2. Pursuant to Article 14(2) of Regulation (EC) No 

561/2006Open in new browser tab, in response to the 

extraordinary crisis situation faced by Irish farmers due 

to prolonged wet weather, a temporary and limited 

relaxation of the enforcement of EU driving and rest time has been granted for the drivers of 

vehicles transporting animal feed and fertiliser. This temporary relaxation applies from 22nd 

April 2024 and will run until 5th May 2024.  Further details are available in RSA 

Notice_Temporary Drivers Hours Derogation_Transport of Animal Feed and Fertiliser. 

3. Count Emissions EU - This proposed new regulation will set out a common harmonised 

framework (EN:ISO 14083:2023) to calculate and report transport-related greenhouse gas 

emissions that can be applied by both the passenger and freight sectors. The intention is that 

transparent information will allow service providers to monitor and reduce their emissions 

and improve the efficiency of their transport services and will enable users to choose more 

sustainable transport options. 

4. Driving License Directive – (Proposed changes to be introduced) 

a. Adapted towards end of 2024 - some proposal could change 

b. Accompanied driving of cars from age 17 (and maybe for trucks) until 18 - Ireland 

already have age of 17 - conditions for driving at age of 17 (must have permit for at 

least 6months 

c. Validity of driving licence to be 15years (for car) 

d. EU can make decision on equivalence of third country driving licence 

e. Digital driving licence 

5. Smart Tachograph Changes from 31st December 2024 –  

a. Regulation (EU) 2020/1054 entered into force on 20 August 2020 and provided a 

timeline for the introduction of the new devices: 

i. 21 August 2023 – ST2 is required to be fitted to all newly registered vehicles. 

ii. 31 December 2024 – Vehicles used for international transport fitted with 

analogue and digital tachographs must be retrofitted with ST2. 

iii. 21 August 2025 – Vehicles used for international transport fitted with ST1 

must be retrofitted with ST2. 

iv. 1 July 2026 – Light commercial vehicles (2.5t to 3.5t) used for international 

transport must be fitted with ST2. 

https://www.rsa.ie/docs/default-source/services/enforcement-statistics/enforcement-statistics_q1-2024.pdf?sfvrsn=6ffb39b_4
https://www.rsa.ie/docs/default-source/services/enforcement-statistics/enforcement-statistics_q1-2024.pdf?sfvrsn=6ffb39b_4
https://www.rsa.ie/docs/default-source/services/enforcement-statistics/enforcement-statistics_q1-2024.pdf?sfvrsn=6ffb39b_4
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006R0561-20200820
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02006R0561-20200820
https://www.rsa.ie/docs/default-source/services/s5.3-tachographs/rsa-notice_temporary-drivers-hours-derogation_transport-of-animal-feed-and-fertiliser.pdf?sfvrsn=87f466d8_5
https://www.rsa.ie/docs/default-source/services/s5.3-tachographs/rsa-notice_temporary-drivers-hours-derogation_transport-of-animal-feed-and-fertiliser.pdf?sfvrsn=87f466d8_5
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The Health and Safety Authority (HSA), which is currently developing 
its strategy for the next three years 2025-2027, 
has launched a public consultation inviting 
submissions from interested parties.  

The invitation is an opportunity for members of the public, 
employers, trade unions, the voluntary health and safety 
organisations, and for health and safety professionals and safety representatives to help the 
Authority shape its strategy for the next three years. 

Those who are interested in making a submission are invited to answer four questions by 
clicking on a link to an online form (see below). The four questions are: HSA achievements, 
future external environment, suggestions for the next strategy and other issues.  

The questions are framed in an open way, allowing scope for respondents to put forward 
suggestions.  

The closing date for submissions is Thursday 
the 9th May. To make a submission please click 

HERE 

 

Driving for work involves a risk not only for drivers, but also 

for fellow workers and members of the public such as 

pedestrians and other road users who share the road space. 

As an employer or self-employed person, you have a legal 

duty to manage the risks that drivers face and create for 

others when they drive for work. Please visit 

https://www.hsa.ie/eng/vehicles_at_work/transport_safety_guidance_resources/driving_for_wo

rk/ for a suite of important information that can assist you manage driving at work in your 

organisation. 

 

 

 

 

https://uk01.z.antigena.com/l/NnXj6uimCrrtaiSOH7w2PLoc3gvLrWvjiLolqLIGC43-xLshp~K37I_eqKfLLgkpoh3gcwxDcHt2bV2PEw9stRouWoPl_Vx03_o2J0fHahQGzR2o0Di6ls2g5Ss8_rvcwb1yid9SCxGnF~~0NW6lLalrkFXlRm4q6jvMB1UmV4qp0b6fPLLBF69adPS98y5W8dF3tu3mhE~yvlpByhGNGm
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/vehicles_at_work/transport_safety_guidance_resources/driving_for_work/
https://www.hsa.ie/eng/vehicles_at_work/transport_safety_guidance_resources/driving_for_work/
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Update on the UK's new import control requirements – 

 

• 30 April 2024  
o Documentary and risk-based  identity and physical checks at UK  Border 

Control Posts (BCPs) for  SPS goods from the EU  excluding Ireland 

o BCP controls will apply for at East  Coast UK Ports in respect of  transit 

movements 

Please note: 

• BCP infrastructure not in place at GB west-facing ports yet, so no import checks before 31 
October, as previously set out in UK’s TOM timeline. 

• Hauliers using the landbridge may be selected for an exit check – if selected, they must 
proceed to a designated BCP. These checks will be chargeable. In respect of the UK 
Government check at Sevington, details of the ‘common user charge’ is available at charges 
are available at: link. Details of charges at other privately-run BCPs are available at their 
respective websites (a list of BCPs is available at: link). Where a HGV has a commercial seal in 
place, checks will involve examining the integrity of the seal. Where a commercial seal is not 
in place, checks will be identity checks. 

• From 31 October, exporters will be required to have a UK-based entity (such as a customs 
agent) to take responsibility for customs formalities.  

• We await the publication by the UK of publicity material on these changes and will forward 
on any links once we become aware of them. 

 

A link to a recording of dafm webinar can be viewed on the Department’s YouTube 

channel - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQ_BYF3q3NE    

You can download the presentation and Q&A here dafm wEBINAR 

questions to  Brexitcall@agriculture.gov.ie   

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdeframedia.blog.gov.uk%2F2024%2F04%2F04%2Fthe-publication-of-the-common-user-charge-rates%2F&data=05%7C02%7Caflynn%40ftai.ie%7Cca705caa18f9457ec9fd08dc652d3b25%7C14ef5e3ae929435988ddbd0087fd5825%7C0%7C0%7C638496492150866449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lMhNxf2zRn77JKMM9GFjr0pfG%2BbgizMyLUCBwRxzdSs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fuk-border-control-posts-animal-and-animal-product-imports&data=05%7C02%7Caflynn%40ftai.ie%7Cca705caa18f9457ec9fd08dc652d3b25%7C14ef5e3ae929435988ddbd0087fd5825%7C0%7C0%7C638496492150878124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XFmKGZHfzxjjuGS8dzAbF3k9%2Bu11LSBjafvIL5MNFuA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LQ_BYF3q3NE
https://fta365-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/aflynn_ftai_ie/Eu6TPYkcE9FDiuy96VjyXbgBiJ0J07IYSqgKI-_BxHMEEw?e=UmHhEl
mailto:Brexitcall@agriculture.gov.ie
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Alternative Fuels Working Group - Ecofleet 

Ecofleet is a system whereby a company who is attempting to make fuel 

savings through implementation of fuel saving measures can receive a 

financial incentive for making verified savings. 

Typically for every €10,000ltrs a company saves on fuel usage they receive a 

payment of €1,000. 

An operator signed up to the ECOFleet program commits to  

• implement a fuel saving programme in your operation,  

• record your milage and fuel usage (the same figures are used for the fuel rebate from revenue) and,  

• to provide fuel and energy savings figures to Enprova and if requested to SEAI though the Ecofleet 

website. 

The program currently has 58 members 29 of which are actively 

uploading data. Of those there are 16 are making enough savings to 

receive a payout.  

The ECOFleet system can be used as part of your fuel management 

system to help monitor and control your fuel usage. All members who 

sign up to the program will be helped to put in place fuel saving measures 

and advice and guidance are always readily available. 

It is important to note a few things: 

• You must upload data consistently in order to qualify for potential payments,  

• the data must be uploaded on a quarterly basis (the same figures as sent to revenue for the fuel rebate 

scheme) 

• payments are only made to those operators who have shown savings over the whole year, i.e. if you 

have two good quarters making savings your savings could be wiped out by two bad quarters, 

consistency is key.  
 

If you have signed up to the system but are not actively uploading data you are missing out on potential cash payments. 

 

Payments have ranged from €2000 to over €47,000, these figures 

depend on the size of the fleet and the actions taken by the operator. 

It is very important to note that if you wish to gain or retain the 

TruckSafe Green standard, you will be required to show that you are 

uploading data to the system from next year.  

Operators can find out further information or sign up to 

the program at https://ftai.ie/ecofleet/  

In Q1 of 2024 the 16 

operators have saved a total 

of 151,405ltrs (405.77tCO2). 

https://ftai.ie/ecofleet/
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New Website 

 

We are delighted to present our new look website www.ftai.ie , changes include a fresher look, 
details of our team and a new members area that will require you to setup your password access. 
In the Members area you will find most of our published reports, guidance materials, council papers, 
consultation submissions and more to be added.  

 

GET REGISTERED ON YOUR MEMBERS AREA: 
https://ftai.ie/login/ 

 
Check it out and we hope you like it! 

FTA Ireland Training Courses: https://www.ftai.ie/public-courses 

 

 

           

 www. ai.ie

  embers area

 Login details for all members

  enefits of  embership

 Access to member only guidance and information

 Reports such as  anagers Guide to Distribution Costs Report

 Decarbonisation Report

 TruckSafe Standards information

https://ftai.ie/login/
https://www.ftai.ie/public-courses
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Delighted to announce that Certa Ireland will be a main Sponsor of the Sustainable Transport 

Seminar on the 17th of October 2024 
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